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１．Summary 
Sino-Japan Youth Conference is a 7-day long conference where middle school and high school students from 

Japan, Hong Kong and Mainland China gather and discuss historical, diplomatic, and cultural topics and issues 

surrounding Sino-Japan relations in order to facilitate mutual understanding and cultural interactions among youths. This 

year, being the 5th year of the conference since the first conference in 2009, we ended the conference in a big success with 

35 participants, 33 organizers, and support from many organizations and individuals.  

 

<Date and Venue> 

Date of the conference    August 3
rd

 2013-August 9
th
 2013 

Venue of the conference    Li Po Chun United World College of Hong Kong, Hong Kong SAR 

 

<Participants> 

Organizers 33 

Japanese Participants 15 

Chinese Participants  20 

 

<Superviser> 

Principal Arnett Edwards: Li Po Chun United World College of Hong Kong  

 

<Guest Lecturer> 

Paul Grace, IB History Professor, Renaissance College 

 

<Sponsors> 

Donation and sponsorship and support：Mitsubishi UFJ International Foundation, Sojitz-Zaidan、Japan Foundation, 

Beijing, United World College Japan National Committee for UWCs, Li Po Chun United World College of Hong Kong 

 

 

<Principle> 

The Sino-Japan Youth Conference aims to empower Young Ambassadors from China and Japan to contribute towards a 

constructive future based on mutual respect, through upholding the United World College Movement ideals on 

international understanding. 

<Theme> 

“In all affairs it's a healthy thing now and then  

to hang a question mark on the things you have long taken for granted.” 
                              Bertrand Russell 

<Objectives> 

1. To have a direct impact on Chinese and Japanese youths’ perceptions of each others’ cultures.  

2. To convey the importance of critical thinking to the participants by challenging their source of knowledge. 

3. To help the participants learn the importance of being open-minded by offering them a place to interact with 

peers who have different points of view. 

4. To raise awareness about the importance of dialogue and communication in contributing towards a 

constructive future.  

5. To encourage Chinese and Japanese youths to contribute to their society in China, Hong Kong and Japan 

through youth initiatives and community service. 

6. To provide opportunities for Chinese and Japanese ambassadors to experience the international environment 

of the United World College Movement.  



2．Yearly Schedule 
 

2012 

August  Finalize 2013 Organizational Structure for LPC, Japan and PRC teams. 

September 1
st
 Year Recruitment at LPC 

Adult Supervisor Recruitment 

October Finalize SJYC 2013 Initial Proposal  

November Fundraising applications 

December Japan Team meetings 

2013 

January Start Promotion 

Application Opens 

February  

March Deadline for Chinese Applications 

April Deadline for Japanese Applications 

China application selection 

May Japan Application Selections 

Notify Participants 

June Send Welcome Packages 

Finalize Conference Program 

July  Secondary Schools in Japan Finish 

(Japan)Pre-Conference Meeting for Guardians and participants 

 UWC Orientation Camp in Japan 

August Preparation Period for Organizers 

Sino-Japan Youth Conference 

 Organizer’s Reflection 

Final report  

 

 

 

3．Changes from SJYC 2012 
 The organizing team made changes to the following for the 2013 conference. 

<Theme> 

 The organizers reached a consensus that before going into discussions about current Sino-Japanese issues, it is 

crucial that the conference provide an opportunity for participants to look at the fundamental concepts and ideas related to 

these issues. By focusing on questioning the socially accepted definitions of history, peace, and many other concepts that 

we take for granted, we aimed to equip participants with skills to critically assess and evaluate controversial issues 

surrounding Sino-Japanese relations. 

 

<Risk Management> 

 Following the bird influenza outbreak in China and in other countries in South East Asia through March to May 

2013, the organizing team developed a risk management guideline including specific procedures to follow in case of an 

outbreak in Hong Kong or in nearby regions around the period of the conference. The participants were asked to sign an 

agreement form which indicated possibilities of cancellation of the conference and/or change to program contents in case 

of a flu outbreak during/before the conference. 

 

 

 



4．Sessions and Programs 
<Program Schedule> 
 

 
8/3 8/4 8/5 8/6 8/7 

 
8/8 
 

8/9 

7:00 

 
 

Wake-up call Wake-up call Wake-up call 
  

7:30 Energizer Energizer Breakfast Wake-up call Wake-up call 

8:00 Wake-up call Breakfast Breakfast 

Education 

Session 

Breakfast Breakfast 

8:30 

Registration 

Breakfast 

History 

Session 

Hong Kong 

Exploration 

BG Reflection 

Packing, 

Cleaning 

9:00 
 

Cultural 

Session 

9:30 Final 

Presentation 

10:00 
Letter 

writing 

session 

10:30 Break 

11:00 

Participants 

pick-up at HK 

airport 

Guest Lecture 

(Paul Grace) 

Guest Speaker 

(Mana Tang) 11:30 Departure 

12:00 
Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch 

 

12:30 

Critical 

Thinking and 

Media 

Literacy 

Session 

History 

Session 

DSS  

Initiative 

Planning 

13:00 

Registration, 

Campus Tour 

(HK 

participants) 

13:30 Break 

14:00 

History 

Session 

Final Dinner 

Preparation 

 

 
 

15:00 Registration, 

Campus Tour 

(JPN, ML 

participants) 

16:00 Regional 

Meeting 

Introduction 

to DSS 
Final Dinner 

17:00 Break 

18:00 

Welcome 

Dinner 

Dinner Dinner Dinner Dinner Performance 

19:00 Preparation 

for History 

Session 

HK 

Exploration 

Preparation 

Preparation 

for Education 

Session 
Peace 

Commemoration 

Certificate 

Ceremony 

20:00 Rules and 

Regulations  
Break 

BG Meeting Packing 

DSS 

Preparation 
Break 

21:00 

BG Meeting BG Meeting BG Meeting BG MEeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



<Program Contents> 

Welcome Dinner 

 
The participants were invited dress up in their respective national costumes. Principal Arnett Edwards gave a 

welcome speech in English, translated into Chinese and Japanese by the head organizers from Mainland and Japan. The 

dinner was followed by a performance of songs and dance from the organizers.   

 
Cultural Session 

 

 The aim of the cultural session was to provide an opportunity for the participants to get to know each other as 

well as their culture. Since it was the first session of Day1, a number of interactive activities were incorporated to make 

the participants comfortable working with each other. It examined both differences and similarities among Japan, China, 

and HK culture that would enhance the understanding of coming sessions. This session was composed of three activities. 

Firstly, the participants were separated into small regional groups, and each group made a presentation on one 

aspect that well represents their culture. The presentations included Sumo show, Chinese song performance, HK tour, 

school life skit and so on. Secondly, we played a game to learn how characters differ in Chinese, Japanese, and simplified 

Chinese. Moreover, the participants tried to understand a passage in two other languages from theirs’. Thirdly, we 

examined our stereotypes that Westerns have towards China, Hong Kong and Japan, and used them to understand what 

we share in common.  

If there is a space for improvement, it would be making groups quicker with more support of facilitators. 

However, it was a great success overall; it made the participants work collaboratively and they were keen to talk on 

culture even after the activity. It had not only the role of an icebreaker but also eye-opening surprises that ignited their 

curiosity. Therefore, we received positive comments from the participants that they are excited for mutual understanding 

during the conference.  

 

 

 



Critical Thinking and Media Literacy Session 

 

The aim of this session is to have the participants understand the method of critical thinking, which will also be 

beneficial for media literacy. We divided the time allocated into 4 sessions, “What is objectivity?”, “Assumption and 

Bias”, “The Stanford prison experiment” and “Correlation and Causation”. After we defined what we mean by 

“Objectivity” in the first part, we had participants think how they can become more critical and objective towards the 

matter through presentation and small group discussion in the later sessions.  

  The participants were interested in the content of this session very much, especially in “The Stanford prison 

experiment” where we examined how outside world influences our perspective and thinking. The message of this session, 

“question what you perceive” was well delivered as we repeated this many times. 

 Since the participants have variety of background, there was a gap in the extent they were familiar with the topic. 

Considering this gap, we could improve the session by preparing simpler questions as well as harder questions so that we 

could be more flexible with the content that we present to the participants.  

 

History Session/Guest Lecture (Paul Grace) 

  

 In History Timeline participants were divided into two groups. Within each group participants were first asked to sit in 

their regional groups to select 5 or 6 significant events concerning Sino-Japan relations from their history textbooks. Later 

a timeline was compiled, and based on the timeline participants had their presentations and discussions on the differences 

and similarities of their history textbook.  

The guest lecture was on the 19
th
 century developments in East Asia, with a particular focus on China and Japan, 

and how the two countries dealt with imperialism, modernization and internal threats. 

The afternoon history presentation talked about why we mean when we say history, why study history, whether 

history is important or not, participants personal experience of studying history, and history study skills.  

Reaction of the participants: Positive in general, the participants were very active especially when doing discussions. 

Some find the afternoon history presentation difficult to follow and also wishes more small-group discussions were given.  

One idea for improvement is that more time to be allocated so that the participants don’t have to rush things 

through or give answers in a short time. Also the morning activities and afternoon presentation could be separated and put 

into two different days, so that the participants will not feel overwhelmed. 

 



 
 

  

Hong Kong Exploration 

The flow of the day was roughly broken down into 2 sections. The first section, the City-Tracing activity, 

happened in the morning, requiring each buddy group to reach 2 preset checkpoints (out of 5 in total) and complete 

challenges and activities at each checkpoint. Moreover, each group are only given clues as to which checkpoints they 

must reach, in order to build excitement. After the groups have completed their City Tracing activity, they then begin the 

Hong Kong Exploration section, which gives much freedom to visit any location they wish to visit in Hong Kong.   

This program received overwhelmingly positive feedback from the participants. Many have expressed their 

enjoyment of the games and activities planned for them in the City Tracing part. Many also feel that they have got to 

know Hong Kong’s cultural and historical side a lot better. As facilitators, we also saw that the participants have bonded 

closer to one another through co-operation in many of the team games planned for them, meaning that our aims have 

largely been met. 

One of the biggest issues is with time managements. Many buddy groups have failed to return back to the campus 

on time. There has also been a communication issue between the session leaders and the buddy group leaders, so that they 

were unable to update their locations regularly for the session leaders.  Finally, many participants expressed their 

disappointment that the session had finished too early, and would have preferred this session to last the whole day. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Education Session 

The aim of this session was to realize that education shapes the way every stakeholder involved thinks and 

perceives things, ultimately, impacting their views on Sino-Japanese relations. 

Though the session was facilitated relatively smoothly, some rooms for improvements were identified: 1) clarify changes 

in time keeping, 2) give more time for participants to understand their stances. 

 

 
 

Diplomacy Simulation Session (DSS) 

 

In this session, the participants were split into 6 groups, each representing Chinese/Japanese civilians, 

Chinese/Japanese governments, and Chinese/Japanese oil companies. The six teams were asked to compe up with a 

resolution regarding what to do with the land of Senkaku Island and the natural resource around it. The session started 

with a speech by a representative from each team that was prepared the night before, and after that the members of each 

team discussed and negotiated with each other. As a result of negotiation, the six teams came up with a plan to distribute 

the natural resources among the stakeholders. The aim of this session was for the participants to understand the difficulty 

and the challenges China and Japan face in coming up with a mutually agreed course of actions regarding Senkaku Island. 

The session also provided an opportunity for participants to think from perspectives that they usually do not take. 

Despite languages barriers and limited time given, the participants were very actively involved throughout the 

entire session. The presence of organizers helped facilitate the session. By the end of the session, many participants 

became confident in presenting their own points of view and ideas that they formulated based on factual evidence. 

Information sheet that were distributed to the participants the night before the session which included basic facts and 

arguments surrounding  the Senkaku dispute turned out to be very useful during the session. 

 One major challenge of this session was time management. The organizers strongly felt the importance of being 

flexible during the session depending on the flow of the participants’ discussion and negotiation.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Peace Commemoration 

Peace Commemoration session offers participants a chance to share personal experiences and feelings related to 

Sino-Japan relations. The participants were split into three groups of 11 to 12 and sat in a circle and each told a story. 

While some participants showed nervousness and hesitation to the idea of sharing something personal, many participants 

seemed to have established a stronger connection with each other after this session.  

 
 

Initiative Planning 

Initiative Planning is a session in which the participants reflect on the things they learned during the conference 

and brainstorm ways to give back to their respective communities after the conference. The participants came up with 

ideas such as creating a blog, holding an information session for future participants, creating a Facebook group to connect 

with past participants, etc. After an hour of brainstorming, each region shared their ideas with each other. 

 
 

 

 

Final Dinner Performance by Participants 

 

After the final dinner, the participants presented their performance they had been preparing for since the first day 

of the conference. The performance included traditional dance and songs from different regions and even skits. The 

performance was followed by screening of a video clip created by a group of organizers. Principal Arnett Edwards 

awarded each participant a certificate indicating completion of the conference. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5．Conference Evaluation by Participants 
Rank Program/Session title Average Rating (Maximum 5) 

1 Peace Commemoration 

Final Dinner 

4.8 

2 Education Session 4.6 

3 Cultural Session 

Critical Thinking and Media 

Literacy Session 

History Session 

Hong Kong Exploration 

 

4.4 

Lowest rating DSS 4.3 

 

Rank Facilitation of the Conference Average Rating (Maximum 5) 

1 Transportation Arrangements 4.9 

2 Translation/Interpretation 

Room condition 

4.7 

3 Quality of Session Facilitation 4.5 

Lowest Rating Pre-Conference Preparation and 

Communiction 

3.5 

 

Peace Commemoration and the final dinner seemed to be most memorable for the participants. One 

participant reflected on Peace Commemoration and said “Through sharing true, personal feelings and 

experiences, I feel more connected to other participants and that we are more capable of understanding each 

other.”It is very honourable that many participants were able to achieve the primary objective of this conference 

of mutual understanding. On the other hand, many participants left comments about lack of time in almost all 

sessions. It is necessary that we reflect on their feedback and pay more attention to time management in the 

future conferences. Overall, the participants were content with the facilitation of the conference, but challenges 

still remain around pre-conference preparation and communication. Some participants commented that they 

wanted to know more about the content of the sessions before their arrival at LPC so that they could research 

and learn about it in advance.  

Many made remarks about how their self-confidence was improved throughout the conference by being 

given opportunities to present their views in front of a group of people.    

 

<Participants’ Voice> 

 “I am glad to have participated in this conference because it proved that the stereotypes I had against Chinese 

people were all wrong. I understood that many of the prejudices and stereotypes I believed to be true were 

formed through media and opinions of people around me and that I need to be critical about these opinions 

before I blindly believe them.” 

 

 “Through this conference, I came to think that it is completely absurd that a dispute between two nations lead 

to hatred between the people living in these two nations. Wherever that person is from, I learned that it is 

important to try to understand  him/her as an individual with his/her own point of view. ”  

 

“This past seven days got me more interested in Sino-Japan relationships and made me want to learn about it in 

more depth. I am glad to have met all these wonderful people through the conference and realized that I still 

have a lot to learn.” 

 

 

 



７. Budget Report (JPY) 

      Total 

Mitsubishi UFJ 

International 

Foundation 

Sojitz-

Zaidan 

Participation 

Fee 

Japan 

Foundation, 

Beijing 

Income     1,317,100  400,000  350,000  437,500  129,600  

Breakdown 

 

            

Food 

Canteen 

Food  

(Provided by 

Sodexo) 514,050    370,000    144,050    

 Snacks 16,070        16,070    

  

Food 

(Preparation 

Period) 33,486      33,486      

Transportation 

Domestic 

(Within 

Hong Kong) 23,125      23,125      

  

Japanese 

Organizers 

Flight 341,510      222,237  119,273    

  Mainland 

Organizers 97,200          97,200  

Stationary, 

miscellaneous 

Stationary, 

envelopes, 

post cards,  12,616      2,723  9,893    

  

Laundry 

detergent for 

participants 499        499    

  

Mosquito 

repellent, 

toothbrush 473        473    

Printing Printing fee 56,579      12,000  12,179  32,400  

  
T-shirt 

printing fee 88,750      40,000  48,750    

Communiation Postage 

stamps 33,054    20,000  13,054      

Miscellaneous 

Facility 

utilization 

fee 2,800      2,800      

  Insurance 76,875        76,875    

 

International 

phone card 1,250        1,250    

  

Website 

maintenance 

fee 10,575    10,000  575      

  
Whistle 188        188    

  

Bank 

transaction 

fee 8,000        8,000    

Total 

Expenditure   1,317,100  1,317,100  400,000  350,000  437,500  129,600  

 

 



8. Conclusion 
 SJYC 2013 served as a space for youths from Japan, China, and Hong Kong to get to know each other, to exchange 

perspectives, to share ideas, and to plan future actions. The 7-day conference started with the cultural session for 

participants to introduce their own culture to each other and to get to know each other. The critical thinking session 

equipped the participants with tools and knowledge necessary to critically read and analyze information. The history 

session including the guest lecture provided the participants with an opportunity to think about what history is, and to gain 

new perspectives around selected Sino-Japan historical issues. In the education session, participants were able to compare 

education systems in each region and discuss ideas for improvements. DSS served as an opportunity for the participants to 

realize and experience the difficulty in coming up with an agreement among parties with different interests.  The SJYC 

2013 committee is very glad to have witnessed participants forming strong personal connections with each other 

throughout the course of these sessions and programs. It hopes that these bonds will remain strong in the future.  

 SJYC 2013 would not have been made possible if not for generous support and advice from various organizations and 

individuals. SJYC 2013 would like to conclude with a word of gratitude to every single person who has contributed to the 

success of this year’s conference. Thank you. 


