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It is  a strange experience for me to write this preface to a report on a conference 
that I was  not able to attend. !This  was  the third Sino–Japan Youth Conference to 
be held at Li Po Chun United World College, and I know it was  a very special 
experience for everyone involved!

I had the privilege of working with the organizing team to prepare for this 
conference for the full year leading up to its  commencement. !I saw first hand the 
thoroughness  of the preparation, the deep sense of reflection and the wealth of 
creative energy that the students  organizing the conference contributed. ! At a 
personal level, it was frustrating that I was  called to start my new headship of a 
school in the US just three days before the conference began. !However, I was  very 
confident that the organizing team had prepared thoroughly, and the success  of the 
conference proved that my faith in the students was fully justified.

I followed the progress of the conference every day via the Facebook page, and I was  delighted to see the positive energy 
and!excitement of the participants.  It was inspiring to see the impact of the United World College philosophy coming to 
life, with students  and alumni working to reach out together to young people from other countries.  I wish to extend my 
heartfelt congratulations to everyone who contributed to this sensational event!

As often happens  when I reflect on the achievements  of our students  and young alumni, I am in awe of the magnitude of 
the achievements  of this  conference. It brought together 33 student participants  from Hong Kong, Mainland China and 
Japan, bringing them into contact with an array of notable guest speakers  and memorable experiences.  The outcomes  of 
the conference reassure me that when vision is  combined with constructive inspiration, co-operative efforts and energy, 
UWC students  are capable of achieving significant cutting-edge goals  that one would not normally expect from teenagers; 
achievements that are presented very powerfully in the pages of  this Report.

Li Po Chun United World College is  proud to have organised this  significant initiative by youths  to promote mutual 
understanding and a brighter, more peaceful future.

Dr. Stephen Codrington

Foreword by Dr. Stephen Codrington, LPCUWC Principal (2010-2011)
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This year represented the 3rd Year of the Sino-Japanese Youth Conference. !As  a new 
Principal this  was  the first Li Po Chun United World College of Hong Kong event that 
I attended. ! It is  clear that the Sino-Japanese Youth Conference not only gives  an 
opportunity for young people from Japan, China and Hong Kong to work together to 
gain a deeper understanding of their own culture and other cultures  but it also gives an 
opportunity for Alumni of LPC, current students from LPC, students  from other 
UWCs and alumni from other UWCs to work together.

It is  a real privilege to be a small part of this  project. ! I would like to thank the 
organising committee who put in so many hours  to make the week such a successful 
one.

Arnett Edwards
Principal
Li Po Chun United World College of  Hong Kong

As we approached the end of Conference 2011, we realized we marked the completion of a third fruitful year of the Sino-
Japan Youth Conference. A third collection of participants  left the Conference highly-motivated with a new perspective on 
Sino-Japanese relations, close friends  across  borders. This  came across  to us  very strongly, as  this  was not only the third 
year of  the average organization, but the third run of  a solely student-initiated cause.

We as  youths  have often been underestimated of our ability of large influence. However, in society it is  actually youths  who 
often have the largest motivation and the creative ideas  free of preconceptions  that are imperative to promoting a cause 
like a conference aimed at youth empowerment. At this  age, it is  critical for us  to step up and advocate what we believe in, 
and “be the change we want to see”. It deeply touches our heart to acknowledge that our hopes  to promote harmony 
between China and Japan for the future have already snowballed into the third run of the Sino-Japan Youth Conference. 
Furthermore, the hugely positive feedbacks  we received from the participants  have made the experience all the more 
rewarding.

We feel very obliged to the countless  individuals, including sponsors, teacher supervisors, guests  and participants  that have 
provided us  with their continuous  support, without which the run of the Conference would not have been possible in the 
first place. We wish to express  our heartfelt gratitude to them through this final report that outlines the Conference’s 
preparation and run.

Sino-Japan Youth Conference Committee 2011

Foreword by Mr. Arnett Edwards, LPCUWC Principal (2011 onwards)

Foreword by Sino-Japan Youth Conference Committee
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Without the help and support of countless  individuals  and parties, the Conference would not have been possible. Because 
of  this, the Committee would like to particular express a word of  thanks to the following persons:

LPC Teacher Supervisors  including Dr. Stephen Codrington, Mr. Kok Ming Lee, Mr. Jason Jiang, Mr. Sylla 
Cousineau and Ms. Esther Chau who gave up their valuable time and efforts  to supervise the Sino-Japan Youth 
Conference during its  year-preparation and the actual Conference. Their advice, support, and presence contributed for 
the smooth running of  the Conference.

LPC board, teachers  and, staff who permitted the Sino-Japan Youth Conference to take place at Li Po Chun United 
World College in spirit of the UWC movement. In particular, the Committee would like to thank the Board, Ms. Flora 
Hui and the office staff for their patience and cooperation in the administration of the Conference at LPC. The 
Committee would also like to thank the LPC teachers  for supporting the Conference and allowing the use of residential 
areas.

Ms. Delpha Ho, for her continuous  support for the Conference in the aspects  of legal services  and risk management 
during the conference.

Sodexho catering, in particular Raymond and the canteen staff, for their excellent catering and decorations that 
greatly enhanced the culinary experience of the Conference. The Committee is  especially grateful for the canteen staff ’s 
consideration and flexibility in catering for the tight schedule of  the program.
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1. Purpose of  Final Report
This  Final Report is  the culmination of the Sino-
Japan Youth Conference (hereafter SJYC) 2011. It 
aims to summarize the conference program 
succinctly so as to give the reader a sense of how 
the conference was. It also seeks to recognize all the 
people who gave their time to make the conference 
a success.

2. SJYC Principle
Sino-Japan Youth Conference helps  young people 
in China and Japan to contribute towards a 
constructive future based on mutual respect, by 
upholding the UWC ideal of international 
understanding.

3. Introduction to Conference 2011
The Sino-Japan Youth Conference began as a 
simple idea – young people helping other young 
people to change the legacy of two neighbouring 
countries  in East Asia. Initially, the idea of youth 
from all over the region coming together to promote 
dialogue, mutual understanding and celebration of 
difference was  simply the vision of a single 
individual, but the vision was  profound enough to 
inspire like-minded United World College (UWC) 
graduates  and current students  joining together to 
turn the vision into reality.

The two past conferences provided the organizers 
with insights as to the ways to carry out a successful 
conference.  In view of the short-comings of the 
previous conferences, there was a major change in 
the organizational structure. The three regional 
teams  were divided into the sub-teams  of 
Administrative Team, Applications and Promotion 
Team and Funds  Team, which greatly enhanced the 
flow of operation. This  will be further elaborated 
under “Committee Organization”.

The Conference 2010 was  a tremendous  success, 
having improved a lot from the first conference. 
With the coordination amongst three regions, the 
Conference 2011 was re-developed to better suit the 
theme and the participants’ benefits.

Bringing together 33 participants from Hong Kong, 
Mainland China and Japan, Conference 2011 
continued past conferences’ emphases on 
i n t e rc u l t u r a l u n d e r s t a n d i n g a n d yo u t h 
empowerment, and introduced a new focus on 
active learning, adding sessions aimed at improving 
critical thinking techniques. This was  done in an 
attempt to enhance the quality of discussions 
during the conference.

After a year of preparation and application 
selection, the third Sino-Japan Youth Conference 
was  held on the campus  of Li Po Chun United 
World College (hereafter LPC, Li Po Chun UWC 
or LPCUWC) from the 4th to 10th of  August 2011.

4. Aims
The conference had five main aims:
1. To have a direct impact on Chinese and Japanese 

youths’ perceptions of the Sino-Japanese 
relationships and each others' culture.

2. To raise awareness  about the importance of 
dialogue in contributing towards a constructive 
future for Sino-Japanese 

3. To encourage Chinese and Japanese youths to 
contribute to their society in China, Hong Kong 
and Japan through youth initiatives and 
community services.

4. To provide opportunities  for participants to 
experience the international environment of 
United World College.

5. To raise awareness  amongst participants about 
the importance of proper knowledge by learning 
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from each other throughout the conference for a 
foundation for effective actions in the near future.

The slogan for the 2011 conference was 
“Knowledge is Power”, quoted from English 
philosopher Francis Bacon.

5. UWC in Action
UWC is  a global educational organization that brings 
together students  from all over the world with the 
explicit aims of fostering peace and international 
understanding. The organization selects  students  based 
on merit, regardless  of their ethnic, religious, 
educational, or financial, background. It is  a melting pot 
of youths  from around the world that have great interest 
in international issues. UWC creates  a friendly 
atmosphere in which open-minded ideas  of students  are 
well-protected and encouraged.

During the Conference, Chinese and Japanese youths 
live under the same roof and engage in serious 
discussions about each other’s society and culture.

Although Li Po Chun UWC was  the birthplace of the 
idea of the Sino-Japan Youth Conference, the spirit of 
the Conference lays in Chinese and Japanese students 
from different UWC colleges  all around the world who 
form the Committee. The Conference is  the fruition of 
the year-long preparation by organizers  from Japan, 
Mainland China and Hong Kong who have the 
commitment to work across  border, effectively practicing 
the UWC ideals through active collaboration.

6. Features
What is  exceptional about this  conference is  that it is 
entirely student-initiated, student-run, and student-
geared. The conference is therefore a culmination of 
what UWC students  as  organizers  feel is  important to 
work for, in order to continually broaden the young 
people’s horizon. 

The conference is  based on the idealism of intercultural 
understanding of UWC movement. With students  and 
staff members from many different nationalities  and a 
wide variety of backgrounds, they form vibrant, 

enthusiastic and compassionate communities  that live 
and work together in mutual understanding and 
learning. This  notion of the celebration of differences is 
the foundation of  this conference.

7. Conference Ethos
The Committee seeks  to explore diverse points  of view 
and respects  freedom of responsible speech and accepts 
its consequences.

8. Action Guideline of  the Committee
The Conference committee respects  the United World 
College principles, the Administration and the Board of 
Li Po Chun Untied World College of Hong Kong, and 
the Japanese UWC National Committee, and follows the 
basic views  of the Hong Kong government with regard 
to political and geographical names and expressions.

9. Supervisors
Dr. Stephen Codrington – Principal of Li Po Chun 
United World College of Hong Kong (Academic year 
2010-2011)
Kok Ming Lee – Mathematics  and Economics teacher 
of  Li Po Chun United World College of  Hong Kong
Jason Jiang – Chinese, Chinese Studies  and Theory of 
Knowlege teacher of Li Po Chun United World College 
of  Hong Kong
Sylla Cousineau  – History and Political Thought 
teacher of Li Po Chun United World College of Hong 
Kong
Esther Chau – Director of Studies  and Economics 
Teacher of Li Po Chun United World College of Hong 
Kong

10. Secretariat
Sino-Japan Youth Conference Committee

11. Website Link
http://sinojapanyouthconference.org
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The conference 2011 underwent the following changes;

1. A change in the focus 
In addition to communication which had been 
emphasized in the past conferences, critical thinking and 
mutual understanding, two ideals  of UWC education, 
were also stressed in SJYC 2011. A new session on 
critical thinking required participants  to examine and 
evaluate assumptions, in order for them to arrive at 
conclusions  on unbiased grounds. This  aimed to prevent 
them from drawing unwarranted generalizations, and 
help them understand the raised questions  or problems 
in more reasonable and reflective ways. 

Therefore, learning actively, in addition to last year’s 
Youth Empowerment, was the focus of  SJYC 2011.
 
2. Organisational structure change
A mainland Chinese team was formed for SJYC 2011, 
and all three teams  (Hong Kong, Japan, Mainland 
China) were divided into three sub-teams, namely the 
Administration Team, the Funds  Team and the 
Application and Promotion Team.

1. Committee Structure
The core organisers  of the Sino-Japan Youth 
Conference Committee of 2011 were formed in 
September 2010 after the second conference of 2010. It 
included organisers  from 2010 who made the 

5. Committee   !   
!  Organization

Changes from 2010 for 2011

Committee Organization for 2011

commitment to prepare for the conference for 2011. 
From then on, other student organisers  for the Sino- 
Japan Youth Conference Committee were recruited 
from Li Po Chun United World College, the Japan 
United World College Committee, other United World 
Colleges, and participants  from 2010. All the organisers 
fell under the Committee structure of Hong Kong 
Team, Japan Team and Mainland China Team with the 
Regional Coordinators  doing their best to unite the 
different Committee branches.

Coordinators of  Conference 2011 and contacts 
Kevin Chong
Hong Kong Regional/Administrative Coordinator 
k.chong@sinojapanyouthconference.org

Amika Matsui
Japan Regional/Administrative Coordinator
a.matsui@sinojapanyouthconference.org

Connie Zhang
Mainland China Regional/Administrative Coordinator
c.zhang@sinojapanyouthconference.org

In January 2011, the Board of Li Po Chun United 
World College approved of the conference to be held on 
campus  on the condition that there were a suitable 
number of adult supervisors  for the conference. Hence, 
the Committee requested teachers  be Supervisors  for the 
conference. 

2. Year Planning
The planning for the Sino-Japan Youth Conference of 
2011 took place from August 2010 to August 2011. For 
organisers  abroad, frequent Skype meetings and many 
emails  were used to conduct the preparation. For the 
organisers  studying at LPC, the Sino-Japan Youth 
Conference Committee was  part of the International 
Baccalaureate curriculum of Creativity, Action and 
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S e r v i c e . T h e 
o rg an i s e r s wou ld 
meet once a week on 
Tuesday afternoons 
and work on program 
planning, participant 
a p p l i c a t i o n , 
participant selection, 
p r o m o t i o n a n d 
fundraising through 
the selling of T-shirts. 
The Japan Team and 
the Mainland China 
t e a m w o u l d u s e 

emails  to communicate 
and work on participant application, participant 
selection and fundraising through foundations. 

Despite being in our initial plans, the Guangdong trip 
had to be cancelled due to the lack of teacher 
supervisors  who were willing to supervise the trip. As  a 
result, we reduced the number of days  in the 
Conference from 8 days  to 7 days  as  mainland Chinese 
participants need to update their visas every 7 days.

3. Preparation Period
There was  a preparation period of three days  from 
August 1 where all the organisers  prepared for the 
arrival of the conference. It was  the first time that all the 
organisers  came together for preparation. Therefore, 
getting to know each other and forming a strong bond 
among the team was  the primary goal of the period. 
The facilitation training was lead by the program 
coordinator who has  had experience in conflict 
mediation through being the coordinator of the Sino-
Japan Youth Conference day camp. The rest of the 
preparation period was preparing the team for risk 
management and doing last minute administrative works 
to ensure the smooth running of the conference. Some 
arrival details, buddy group arrangement, and the 
detailed spreadsheet of organisers’ roles’ descriptions 
were made.

4. Risk Management
Conference 2011 mostly adopted the risk management 
measures  arranged in 2010. A risk management manual 
was  drafted and frequently updated as  protocols  with 
regard to accidents  and medical emergencies  for both 
the committee and the teacher supervisors’ reference.

On the whole, the conference progressed smoothly 
without any major accidents.
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SINO-JAPAN YOUTH CONFERENCE
T-shirt Selling
Price: HKD $ 100 
$ 20 will be donated to Oxfam Hong Kong for Japan Earthquake Relief for each T-shirt sold.

For purchases, please approach :

- Kevin Chong (Block 1)

- Harry Yau (Block 2)

- Jonathan Au Yeung (Block 3)

- Winnie Yeung (Block 4)

- Or send an email to Kevin11@lpcuwc.edu.hk with quantity and size

Please support our cause and help Japan!

! Size L! ! ! Size M! ! ! Size S! ! ! Size XS



6. Programme
!   Overview
" " Summary,
" " Arrival and Registration,
" " Welcoming Dinner,
" " Trust Building,
" " Language and Cultural Sharing,
" " Critical Thinking,
" " Education Discussion,
" " History Timeline,
" " Museum Visit,
" " Cultural Stereotypes,
" " Media Bias,
" " Diplomacy Simulation,
" " Reunion Dinner,
" " Hong Kong Exploration Tour,
" " Peace Commemoration,
" " Initiative Planning,
" " Free Expression Night,
" " Buddy Group System,
" "

This year, the programme was  catered to our new focus  - 
critical thinking. The first two days  of the programme 
was  designed for the participants  to familiarize with the 
campus  and with each other, with ice-breaking activities 
and introductions  to their own buddy groups, a family 
support system of the Conference. The programme then 
introduced to the participants  the concept of active 
learning through the session Critical Thinking. After 
that, the Conference takes  the participants  through the 
past through History Timeline and Museum Visit, the 
present through Cultural Stereotypes  and Media Bias, 
and the future of Sino-Japanese relations  through 
Initiative Planning. We tried to engage the participants 
as  much as  possible and encouraged their inputs, in 
sessions  such as  Diplomacy Simulation and Peace 
Commemoration. The Free Expression Night towards 
the end of the programme marked the end of the 
Conference by bringing together the participants who 
became lifelong friends. All in all, as  reflected by the 
feedbacks collected from the participants, the 
programme was generally a success.
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On August 4, participants  from Japan, Mainland China, 
and Hong Kong gradually arrived onto the campus of 
Li Po Chun UWC and were warmly received in Block 1 
Dayroom by the Committee. Most of the Japanese 
participants  travelled by plane to the Hong Kong 
International Airport and took an arranged shuttle bus 
to Li Po Chun accompanied by organizers. The 
Mainland participants  took various  transportations 
either by bus, train, or plane to Hong Kong 
International Airport or Shenzhen Airport accompanied 
by organizers. The Hong Kong participants  took local 
trains  and buses  to LPC and were welcomed at Wu Kai 
Sha MTR Station. Then, they had registration where 
they submitted their Consent Form, Health Form, ID 
Card/Passport copies, travel insurance copies  and 
participant fees. As the participants  were meeting young 
new faces around and started greeting each other 
cheerfully, they received their name tags, program 
booklet, buddy group arrangements  and room 
arrangements. Two campus  tours  instructed in English 
with translations of Chinese and Japanese were given by 
the LPC organizers after the participants  settled down in 
their rooms. All the participants  were excited to come to 
the conference and the organizers  were able to conduct 
registration smoothly.!

Arrival and 
Registration

The Welcoming Dinner was  held on the first day, after 
the participants  settled down on campus. This served as 
their first cultural experience in the Conference - the 
participants  were encouraged to attend in their national 
costumes and mingle with participants  from other 
regions.

Several speeches  were made during the dinner. Firstly, 
the Mr. Arnett Edwards, the new principal of LPC 
delivered a welcome speech to the participants  who were 
new to the campus  environment. This  was followed by 
another welcome speech from the three Regional 
Coordinators  of the Conference 2011 introducing them 
to the Conference and encouraging them to be as 
engaged as  possible. The Committee also arranged 
cultural performances, including lion dances  and 
fisherman dances, marking a memorable start of the 
conference for the participants.

A buffet dinner with both Chinese and Japanese dishes 
was  served to everybody afterwards. Overall, the dinner 
was  well received by both the organizers  and the 
participants.

Welcoming Dinner
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In order to build trust among the participants  and to 
help them realize the importance of communication, 
l eader sh ip, problem-so lv ing, t eamwork and 
perseverance, the trust building session was  held in the 
morning of 5th August. As  the starter activity of the 
conference in which the participants  got to interact with 
the whole group for the first time, the session held 
significant meaning because it was  not simply about trust 
and cooperation, but could also be regarded as  the first 
step towards mutual understanding between different 
cultures and ultimately the friendship of  the participants.
!
Four games  were introduced to the participants. The first 
one was Bing Bang Wa. Everyone stood in a circle with 
one player in the middle; the middle person “fired” at 
another person in the circle by calling out his/her name. 
The named person had to duck, while the two people 
around him/her had to fire at each other once again by 
calling each others’ names. The person who was  slower 
was  fouled out. The middle person who ducked then 
came to the middle and fired at another person. This 
game allowed everyone to learn each others’ names 
quickly and in a fun way, and also became familiar with 
each other and perhaps  broke the tense atmosphere 
since most participants  didn’t know each other well. It 
also encouraged participants  to communicate with each 
other, especially for people who were not in the same 
buddy groups.

In the second game, the “Human Knot”, participants 
formed a circle with their eyes  closed. At a signal, each 

Trust Building
person blindly reached in front of them with both their 
hands, and linked each hand to someone else’s  - this 
formed a complicated “net” of hands  in the middle of 
the circle where everyone’s  limbs  were intertwined. 
Participants then opened their eyes  and, with hands  still 
linked, tried to untangle themselves  from the middle and 
reform into a proper circle. This  game introduced 
cooperation and trust in each other, especially while 
participants  were working as  a group to try to untangle 
themselves from each other. Different people might see 
differently the way that the hands were linked from 
different angles, and therefore each person would have 
to cooperate with one another in order to be able to 
untangle themselves. It also encouraged communication 
and teamwork, which was ideal for the conference.

The third game was called the “Trust Lean”. After 
sitting on the chairs and making a circle, participants 
were asked to lie on the laps  of the person behind them 
with their upper bodies. The chairs  were then taken 
away one by one until all participants  in the circle were 
supported by each other. The participants  seemed 
nervous  at the beginning when the first few chairs  were 
taken away. But as  the game proceeded, they showed 
determination to achieve the final goal of lying on each 
other’s  laps  without any external support and completing 
the human circle.

In the last game, named "Hua", participants  formed a 
large circle once again. A person would then start off the 
game where one person passes  their "energy" to another 
one in the circle through a big shout of "HUA!" The two 
people on either side of the person passing energy would 
have to "hua" the energy passer as well. This  game 
energizes  the participants  and encourages  them to 
interact with each other, and also breaks the tense 
atmosphere among them. At first the participants didn't 
really get the gist of the game, but as the game went on, 
they became more familiar with the rules. The game 
proceeded very quickly towards  the end, and the 
participants all enjoyed it a lot.!

In conclusion, this  trust-building game session was  a fun 
and rewarding session for the participants, and served its 
ice-breaking purpose well. Everyone was  very energized 
and laughing at the end, and they knew each other 
better. On the whole, it was very successful.

Sino-Japan Youth Conference 2011 - Final Report

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Page 10



The Language and Culture Sharing Session served as  an 
introductory activity on sharing and discussions  among 
Buddy Groups. This  session provided an open! platform 
for the participants  to share aspects  of their own 
personal and cultural backgrounds. As  an ice-breaker 
activity, the session allowed participants  to better bond 
with each other throughout the conference.
!In each group, the six participants  and three Buddy 
Group leaders were given 5-10 minutes to present their 
cultural experiences  with the help of an item or 
PowerPoint presentation that they had prepared in 
advance. The session was  designed as  a casual and 
informal sharing, where participants  and Buddy Group 
leaders  could exchange ideas  freely. During the sharing 
session, participants  were well-prepared and were eager 
to share with their peers.
!
A Chinese participant gave out Chinese traditional fans 
as  a gift to everyone in the group and another Chinese 
participant shared the experience of cultural shock when 
she visited India. Some Japanese participants used 
PowerPoint slideshows  to show  the architecture and 
daily school life in their country. Many participants  were 
active in asking each other questions in English for 
clarifications  and sharing their opinions  or similar 
experiences. The groups  were adequately sized for 
personal sharing and the informal atmosphere also 
helped to create a space where all could contribute 
freely.
!This session also helped the organizers  grasp the 
participants’ fields  of interest and fluency in English. 
Through lively discussions, the groups  were able to make 
the first step to mutual understanding.

Language and 
Cultural Sharing

The Critical Thinking Session was  designed to introduce 
all participants  to the idea of critical thinking, as  well as 
logical thinking and debating skills. This  workshop was  a 
good opportunity for the participants  to practice their 
oratory skills and develop their confidence.

This session can be broken down into two part - The 
lecture session and the discussion session.

The session began with an interesting case study. The 
study used Spiderman, an action hero that most 
participants  have a knowledge of, in order to engage 
participants  whilst introducing them to the idea of 
critical thinking. The example of Spiderman's 
responsibililty in the murder of his  uncle was designed to 
introduce participants  to the idea that there are no right 
and wrong answers in a discussion.

After this, participants were given another example. This 
example, the correlation between popsicle sales  and 
drowning numbers, showed participants the importance 
of logic and analysis  (in determining the veritability and 
credibility of  a source).

At the end of the lecture session, participants  were given 
several topics  to discuss  with the presenter, namely the 
statement "All tomatoes  are red", summer homework, 
losing weight and global warming. These subjects  are all 
very vague and controversial and served as  an excercise 
for participants in defining the parameters  of statements, 
finding flaws in their opponents' arguments  and 
defending their own.

Critical Thinking
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After the lecture section of the Critical Thinking 
Session, participants  were split into three separate 
groups  based on buddy groups. The particpants  were 
then mixed (in their small groups) into random teams 
and then asked to debate certain topics: Child Labour, 
nuclear power and studying abroad. This  acted as  a real 
life practice for the participants.

This study was  very successful in achieving its  aim in 
preparing the participants  for later discussions  whilst 
letting them enjoy the thrills  of debate. Both Japanese 
and Chinese as  well as Hong Kong participants  worked 
effectively despite occasional troubles  with language 
barriers. However, all participants  were very enthusiastic 
in both the case studies  and debates, including those who 
have a weaker English ability.

The response from the participants  during the buddy 
group sessions  was  especially positive as  the variety and 
dynamic nature of the discussions really appealed to 
them.

However, this  session could have been improved by 
increasing discussion times (from the participants).

There were multiple purposes for the education session. 
First it provided the opportunity to gain information and 
insights  on the education of different countries; second, 
through the comparison between the different education 
systems, we hope to encourage critical thinking on their 
own education system, specifically the reasons  and 
background that shapes  the education system the way it 
is.
!!!!!

Education Discussion

The session was  mainly divided into three parts. The 
session started with an information sharing session where 
participants  are grouped into their respective national 
groups  to describe their education systems  in detail in a 
multitude of areas, such as  the system, learning attitudes, 
class  size and length etc. The groups  also prepared a 
shot skit that demonstrated the specialties  of each 
education system and provided much laughter for the 
groups. Out of the many aspects  shown, the group from 
Hong Kong was able to perform a parody of the 
afterschool tuition culture in Hong Kong; the group 
from mainland China demonstrated the culture of 
having students  stand at the back of the class  as  a 
punishment in a lighthearted manner; and the group 
from Japan displayed the relationships  between the 
seniors  and juniors. The groups  also presented their 
information on their education systems in detail.
!!!!!
The groups then moved into the discussion session 
where they were separated into buddy groups  and 
questions  aimed at provoking critical thinking of their 
education system were given. The groups responded well 
and gave insightful responses  and analyzed the pros  and 
cons  of each nation’s  education system. In particular, 
groups  focused on the test-oriented learning as  a major 
problem of all three systems, resulting in a passive 
learning environment and the promotion of afterschool 
tuition or cram schools, limiting students’ creativity. 
Another interesting area was  English learning, where 
there were quite a large difference between Hong Kong 
and the other systems, as  both Mainland China and 
Japan’s English education focuses  little on conversations 
and practical usage. As  an extension, the purpose and 
need of studying languages  was  also discussed, and 
participants again gave meaningful and substantial 
responses.
!!!!!
At the end, conclusions  based on the discussions  of the 
three groups  were given, which concluded our education 
session in success. We wholeheartedly believe that the 
education session was  able to give them food for thought 
and encourage them rethink the rationale behind 
education and whether the education systems  are up to 
date with the current global situation.
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The objective of this  session was  to use textbooks  and 
the participants’ own knowledge to shed light on the 
different perspectives  on historical events. The task was 
completed in two groups, each with 16-17 students  from 
all regions..

The 3 regional groups  were given 1 hour to construct 
separate timelines  for the years  1890-1970. They then 
selected significant events  and posted the name and 
content on the shared timeline on the board.
Based on the completed timeline, participants were given 
time to voice their thoughts  in smaller groups. The main 
focus  was  on the Nanjing Massacre and Twenty-one 
Demands. They compared not only the diction(e.g. 
Nanjing Massacre/Incident), but also the emphasis 
(number of lines, abundance of sources) put on the 
incident. Many were surprised by the difference in 
photos  and statistics  between regions, but also by the 
varied presentations  within their regions. For example, 
some textbooks put forward more catastrophic details 
while others seemed to skim through the matter.

To conclude, both groups  came together to reflect on the 
discussion. They discussed the reasons  for the differences 
in the textbooks, and had a heated debate about the 
advantages  and disadvantages of the historical sources. 
Participants had thoughtful comments  to share, coming 
to a general consensus  that the awareness  of other 
perspectives  as  well as  the strengths and limitations  of 
different sources is crucial for seeking truth in history.

History Timeline

This session aims  at providing participants with a 
resourceful historical background for discussions  by 
bringing them out of campus  to visit a local museum. It 
is  hoped that the tour could arouse awareness  within 
participants  particularly on the history of Japanese 
occupation in Hong Kong during 1941-1945, and enrich 
their knowledge of coastal defense and military activities 
within China, Hong Kong and Japan. The activity was 
held on 6th August, from 1:30 pm to 6:00 pm at the 
Hong Kong Museum of  Coastal Defense.
!Upon arrival by bus, the group was  given brochures  and 
received by a Cantonese tour guide. Although the 
museum was  unable to provide English tours  on that 
day, Hong Kong participants  and organizers  took up the 
initiative and translate for their peers  from Japan and 
Mainland China. They were first introduced to the 
Redoubt of the Museum, where they toured around the 
permanent exhibitions on the local history of coastal 
defense. Emphasis  was mostly put on Galleries  No. 7 to 
8, which covered the history of the Japanese invasion 
and occupation of Hong Kong from 1941 – 1945. The 
group was  also taken for an outdoor tour on the 
Historical Trail where guns, capioners, batteries  and 
ruined structures were shown and explained in details. 
Many were excited to gain first-hand learning 
experiences outside classrooms  and prompted to the tour 
guide’s questions eagerly. 

Most participants  felt that it was  remarkable to learn in 
such a heritage where fierce fighting actually took place 
during the Japanese invasion in 1941. They became 

Museum Visit
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familiar with the history between China and Japan, and 
were shocked by some of the facts  omitted in their 
history lessons. They had a heated follow-up discussion 
afterwards to sum up the day and inspiring thoughts 
were shared. After the trip participants  were more aware 
of the war history of both sides  and concluded that such 
stimulations were worthwhile towards their learning.

The aim of the cultural stereotypes  session was  to shed 
light on both the prevalence and the danger of cultural 
stereotyping. This session was new to the conference, 
and given the enormity of the task, this  session took 2.5 
hours and was mainly done in three smaller groups.
!
Initially, the participants  were introduced to the concept 
of stereotyping through a presentation. They were then 
asked to put their newfound awareness  of stereotyping 
to the test as  we showed them both Chinese and 
Japanese official tourist videos  and asked them to find 
stereotypes. This introduction lasted for 30 minutes.
!The next quarter hour was  spent discussing the common 
stereotypes  of Hong Kong, Japan, and China, which 
allowed for some participants  to share personal 
experiences with stereotypes. This  was  followed by a 
game of “stereotype charades”, where small groups 
attempted to show the others  what culture they were 
representing through the use of stereotypes. This  proved 
to be an enjoyable and educational component of the 
session for the participants.

The final hour was  spent in discussion: firstly about the 
history of stereotypes  and why they exist, then about the 
dangers  of stereotyping (participants  listed horrific 
historical events  that were influenced by stereotypes, for 
example slavery in the U.S. and the Holocaust), and 

Cultural 
Stereotypes

finally about how the participants  could, as aware 
citizens, decrease the impact of stereotypes. They indeed 
took this  to heart, and were heard at dinner identifying 
stereotypes  in their own conversations  and discussing 
them. All parts  of this  session seemed to hold 
significance to the participants, who participated wholly 
and eagerly throughout.

The Media Bias  Session was  held after the Cultural 
Stereotype session, so as  to link the concept of media 
and the stereotypes  that we receive from it. In addition, 
this  session was linked to History Timeline Session held 
on the previous  day, to show how history is  formed by 
media standing the test of time. This  ninety-minute 
session aimed to introduce the concept of media bias, 
and how to get correct information in this information-
filled world. The participants  took part in two activities 
in order to better their understanding of  bias.

Activity 1: What is Media? What is Media Bias?
In groups  of 11, students  discussed the purpose of 
media, and introduced image bias  and headline bias  by 
predicting the events which were shown by an image and 
a headline. Through this activity, students  understood 
that images  and language are often used to evoke a 
response in readers. They came to realize that it is 
important to get information from different resources. 
This is  because since it is  impossible to report everything 
of events, selectivity in media is  inevitable, so that 
referring to different resources  of events  may potentially 
reveal bias, allowing us to collect correct information.  !!
!
Activity 2: Comparing official reports of events 
from different countries
After knowing what media bias  is, in groups  of 6, 
students  read the articles  reported in China, Hong Kong 
and Japan. One group shared the articles  about Nuclear 
Power Plant failure, and the other shared about Bullet 
Train Accident in China. Students pointed out the force 
behind the media, such as  government, who controls 
what information should be informed to people. After 
the discussion, students  came to understand that 
information which we get from media influences  not 
only our knowledge, but also our ways of  thinking.

Media Bias

Sino-Japan Youth Conference 2011 - Final Report

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Page 14



The Diplomacy Simulation Session is  a new and unique 
session created to give participants  an opportunity to 
have a genuine taste of diplomacy, develop their 
language proficiency and confidence as  well as  to teach 
them about a modern Sino-Japanese issue - the Diaoyu/ 
Senkaku Island Dispute.

Prior to the session, participants were divided into six 
groups  by buddy groups  (Japanese and Chinese 
Government, Civilians and Business  Sector) and asked 
to prepare a position statement of group's  stance and 
views  in clear succinct points. They were then given five 
minutes  at the start of the debate session in case they 
needed to make any last minute changes to their speech.

After giving their positions  statement, participants  were 
asked to discuss  with the other groups  in an informal 
discussion session where they could walk around and 
speak with all other delegations. They were tasked with 
finding out and summarizing the position of their 
counterpart group (i.e. the Japanese Civillians  would 
summarize the stance of the Chinese Civillians  and vice 
versa). They were then asked to present their findings  to 
the other groups in a short and concise speech.

Once all positions have been given, participants  were 
asked to discuss on several set topics, namely: Economic, 
political and social implications of the dispute. 
Participants touched on a large and diverse range of 
points  on each subject, such as  the geographical position 
of the islands, the claims  of sovereignty, historical claims, 
resources  as  well as  internal and foreign implications  of 

Diplomacy 
Simulation

the conflict. In addition to these four guided discussions, 
participants  were given a free flow discussion section as it 
was  noted that many participants  had points they wished 
to bring up although the related topic discussion was 
closed. The free flow discussion gave participants a 
chance to bring up points  that they wished to before and 
to debate on more topics at the same time.

After the debating section of the session, participants 
were again given an informal discussion session, this 
time with the objective of drafting resolutions as  well as 
terms and conditions  on what to do with the islands. 
Once the resolution was  handed in, participants  were 
asked to discuss  each term in depth and come to a 
compromise.

Due to the time constraints  on the session, the 
participants  could not reach a consensus  as they could 
not solve the issue of resource division. Still, the 
discussions  actually fulfilled their objectives  very well as 
participants  evidently had enjoyed themselves, practiced 
their English and inter-personal skills, learnt about the 
Diaoyu/ Senkaku Island Dispute and realised how hard 
it is to come to a compromise in the diplomatic world.

Participants were very involved and they acted their roles 
out perfectly, many even took the time to learn phrases 
and dress  in the costumes  of their designated group and 
country. The discussions  were very intensive and 
participants  were evidently very passionate about their 
roles and positions, a very heartening sight.

In order to continue the connection of the participants 
and organizers  from Conference 2009 and 2010 with 

Reunion Dinner
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Conference 2011, as  well as  to provide an opportunity 
for all the participants  and organizers  to share their 
experiences and exchange ideas, the Reunion Dinner 
took place on 7th August. At this Reunion Dinner, the 
past participants  shared their stories and experiences 
from last year’s  conference with this  year’s  participants 
over dinner. In general, the Reunion Dinner stressed the 
importance of continuing the Sino-Japanese friendships 
established during the conference, and creating bonds 
between different generations of  participants.

Outline of  the Dinner Program

Introduction of  last year’s participants and 
organizers

Photo slideshow of  Conference 2010

Dinner (past participants sat among present 
participants and shared their stories from last 
year’s Conference)

Mingling time

The Reunion Dinner created strong friendships  and 
ensured the continuity of the conference. This  year’s 
participants  had interesting conversations with last year’s 
participants, and were inspired to support the 
Conference in the future and in return, like the past 
participants, to pass on the tradition of Sino-Japanese 
youth friendships. The warm-up exercise created team 
spirit between the two generations  of participants, and 
the slideshow offered this  year’s  participants  a glimpse of 
what the conference was  like the year before. Eating 
together and chatting offered everyone the chance to 
know one another.

This event in Sino-Japan Youth Conference 2011 was 
not only successfully held but also meaningful. 
Participants of SJYC 2011 were made aware of the 
importance of continuing the cross- cultural friendships 
that was nurtured in the Conference and ensuring the 
continuity of Sino- Japan Youth Conference in the 
future.

Hong Kong Exploration Tour Preparation
On August 7th, an introduction to the Hong Kong 
Exploration Tour was  given to participants  in the 
Lecture Room. The objective of the preparation session 
was  to allow participants  to get involved in session 
planning and allow them to cooperate with each other. 
The eager participants  eventually came up with different 
routes  of 4 popular tourists’ spots  in Hong Kong, 
namely Mong Kok, Tsim Sha Tsui, Central and 
Causeway Bay. 

Hong Kong Exploration Tour
The objective of the session is  to tighten the friendship 
bonds  among Buddy Groups  and strengthen team work. 
It also encourages Hong Kong participants to take the 
initiative as  being a host and show their guests  the local 
lifestyle and culture. On August 8th, participants  in 
respective Buddy Groups  visited two or three areas for 
the afternoon under the company of group leaders  and 
the session coordinator did regular phone checks  to 
ensure the participants’ safety. All in all, the session 
successfully created a bonding among groups  and 
participants  found their time to tour around Hong Kong 
hugely enjoyable.

Hong Kong 
Exploration
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The Commemoration for Peace Sharing Session was 
held in the evening of 8th August. This  event was held 
to provide an opportunity for participants  to share 
personal stories  about the Sino-Japan war that they had 
heard from their families, relatives, or friends. The 
sharing session was  designed as a safe space where 
participants  from the three regions  can share voluntarily 
and safely with each other their stories  and personal 
experience, through which they can reflect not only on 
the past of Sino-Japan relations, but also think about 
their roles as future bridges between the two nations.

Building on last two years’ success, the Commemoration 
for Peace Sharing Session was held again in a similar 
structure. The 33 participants  this  year were split into 3 
groups  of 11. During the preparation period, there were 
comments  from the helpers  last year that in the small 
groups, discussion slowed down really quickly after a 
round of sharing. Thus, we made an adjustment in this 
year’s  Peace Sharing Session, shortening the small group 
sharing to an hour long. We hoped that participants 
would have a more reasonable amount of time to share 
their personal stories  without having to repeat during the 
excess  time. The difference in English fluency has always 
been a significant obstacle when participants  have to 
share personal stories  in this session. Thus, following last 
year’s  idea, we had a few translators  in all the groups, 
encouraging the participants with weaker English ability 
to share their own stories as well as  helping them to 
understand the other participants’ sharing. 

After gathering in the lecture room for a brief 
introduction and playing the first half of the video, 

Commemoration 
for Peace

which contains  images of wars and on-going conflicts  in 
Sino-Japan relations, the participants  were divided into 
three groups and led to three small rooms  respectively. In 
each room, lights  were turned off, soft piano music was 
played, candles  were lit and placed around the circle the 
participants  formed. The sharing session took place in 
the form of a “Power Circle”, thus  creating a spacious 
environment for participants  to feel safe and respected 
by one another. In the “Power Circle”, only the person 
who had the candle in his/her hands  could share 
voluntarily. This  was  to ensure that those in the circle 
only engage in sharing and understanding – instead of 
instigating a confrontation or debate. After each 
participant has  shared, there was  a moment of silence to 
reflect before the candle was  passed on to the next 
person in the circle.

The sharing session lasted for about an hour for two of 
the groups, and one and a half for one group. The 
participants  were thoughtful in sharing their stories  and 
respectful in hearing each other’s  stories  of grief and 
loss, and they were also willing to reflect on the scarred 
past of the Sino-Japan relations. This  sharing session 
was  an emotionally overwhelming experience. Tears 
were shed when stories  were told.  Above all, what really 
touched our hearts  was  that the participants expressed 
their will to help building a positive relationship between 
the countries  in order to achieve a more peaceful global 
community and ensure that these atrocities never 
happen again. Moreover, through listening to each 
others’ stories, the participants  seemed to be able to see 
beyond borders  as  they empathize with “a common 
ground for humanity” when sharing their hopes for the 
future. The stories  and memories  shall serve as  painful 
reminders of  the past for the future.

As one of the groups had a longer sharing session than 
expected, we first gathered two groups  then later the last 
group in the lecture room and showed the 2nd part of 
the video, which was  about initiatives  that have been 
made for the betterment of the two nations, and of 
Sino-Japan cooperation on both political and grass-root 
levels. Quotes  on world peace and youth initiatives  were 
also included in coherence with SJYC’s  objective of 
youth empowerment. As  the participants  sat in silence, 
with candles  in their hands, the video provided a space 
for the participants  to reflect on the painful memories 
they had heard and the power they possess  as  the 
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younger generation. Wars  and conflicts  continued to 
inflict endless  pain and sorrow upon people all over the 
world, but it is  the determination and will to work hand 
in hand that bring hope and peace to the world. As  one 
of the quotes  said, “What can we do? We ARE the 
answer (Kohei Yamada).”

It appeared to us  that the sharing session and the video 
watching were a success  as  the participants  did not only 
show high empathy, but they also seemed to build a 
much stronger bond through a shared sense of 
obligation to work together for world peace. Participants 
became excited after the video and hugged and shouted 
words like “build a better world!” in Conference 2010. 
Although we acknowledged their passion in making 
world peace, we wanted the session to remain as 
peaceful as possible as  the Peace Commemoration 
Sharing Session is  a solemn and dignified sharing 
session. Thus  this  year, we did not turn on the lights  after 
the video had been played and we directed them to leave 
the room quietly afterwards. What happened outside the 
room was  touching and encouraging. They did not shout 
or cheer but instead a lot of them hugged each other 
and tabbed each other on the shoulder, showing a sense 
of encouragement and unity. However small or even 
insignificant the steps of attempting to move forward 
from the past into a constructive future may be, the 
warmth, hope and the sense of urgency that the 
participants  felt already accomplished the goal of the 
session, as  the theme of SJYC 2011 is  ‘Knowledge is 
Power’, and we believe that the through listening and 
knowing more about each other’s  stories, we each would 
gain something that can equip us  to make a change to 
the future of these two nations, or even the world. As a 
participant from Mainland China said, “The Peace 
Commemoration made me emotional, but in a good 
way. I heard stories  that I had never imagined myself 
hearing.” Another participant from Japan also 
commented that he would “remember the stories  people 
shared, and never let them happen again.”

Emotions  were intense on the night of the 
Commemoration for Peace Session. As  to settle of 
emotions, the buddy group session for the night was 
cancelled, but we assured everyone that all the 
organizers  would be available for them to approach 
whenever they needed us. Besides, a buddy group 
reflection session was  held in the following morning. A 

buddy group leader remarked that the participants in his 
group were quite calm, and he could tell that ‘the 
participants  had undergone some changes  and matured 
in some ways”. Still, the intensity of emotions after the 
“Power Circle” should not be overlooked. On top of the 
availability of organizers to whom they could always  talk 
if they wished, a suggestion to the management of 
emotions is  to ask the participants to spend some time to 
write down their thoughts  on their personal journals 
right after the session. 

Several difficulties  were encountered durig the session. 
In a group, a Chinese participant who was  quite weak in 
English had a sharing that went on to as  long as  25 
minutes. Thus, the group could not finish passing the 
candle around the ‘Power Circle’ within an hour. We 
had to allow another half an hour for them to all share 
their stories. In another group, the sharing ended earlier 
than expected so they had to walk for 10 minutes  around 
the campus to quietly reflect on and think about the 
stories  they shared and heard in the sharing session. 
That turned out to be a good way as  participants were 
able to calm their emotions before watching the second 
half of the video. Another issue was  that, as  in last year, 
the conflict between keeping the solemn atmosphere and 
offering translations  existed. As  we believed the qualitya 
and accuracy of the sharing are as  important as  the 
atmosphere, we offered translations  whenever needed, 
but at the same time we kept them short and succinct so 
that the participants  had time to listen to each other and  
sympathize with each other’s emotions.

All in all, the Commemoration for Peace session not only 
provided a safe space where the participants  could share 
and listen to stories of loss, but it also inspired the 
participants  to contemplate the deeper meanings  of 
Sino-Japanese cooperations, world peace and youth 
empowerment. As they found out that they gained not 
only a deeper sense of empathy and urgency but also a 
new understanding of their peers, the participants 
should be able to see that the achievement of the ideal of 
world peace in fact starts from very small things  in life – 
friendships  based on sincerity, respect and mutual 
understanding, and actions as  fundamental as  caring and 
loving our surrounding world.
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On the last day of the Conference, the participants  spent 
four and a half hours on the Initiative Planning Session, 
where they came together to brainstorm ideas, and then 
present briefly about what they wished to do to continue 
the values and ideas  they learnt in this  conference. We 
first allowed 15 minutes  for the participants  to 
brainstorm and raise possible ideas  to promote the SJYC 
values. Participants  were eager in offering ideas, and 
they came up with making encouraging videos, holding 
talks  at school, gathering all the SJYC participants  in the 
same country and creating Facebook pages  to keep 
everyone updated about each other’s  progress. Next, one 
of our organizers  Terence talked about ways  to carry out 
an initiative effectively, as  well as  what the participants 
had to keep in mind when they wanted to turn an idea 
into reality. Then, the large group was  divided into three 
regional groups  (Mainland China, Japan, Hong Kong) 
and the participants  shared ideas  on spreading and 
promoting the SJYC values  in their respective regions. 
After lunch, the three groups  of participants  from each 
region started to consider how to practically work out 
their ideas.
!
The aim of this  session was  for participants to realize 
that the end of the conference marks  only the beginning 
for them to function as  future bridges between the two 
nations. As  with the idea valued in the 2011 SJYC slogan 
“Knowledge is  Power”, and one of the Conference’s 
main aims  Youth Empowerment, this  session served to 
promote initiations  by the participants  after the 
Conference, so they could learn to equip themselves  with 
the ability to carry out their own visions  and ideals. This 

Initiative Planning
session also allowed for discussions  amongst participants 
on how to contribute to the organization of SJYC, which 
proved important to sustaining the development of our 
organization. Below is  a short summary of the content of 
what each regional group came up with.
!
Mainland China Group
In the small group discussion, Mainland Chinese 
participants  focused on possible ways  of taking initiatives 
after they go back to their high schools. They felt that 
SJYC could further reach out to the different regions  in 
China so that more youth individuals  would at least 
know that there is  such a conference going on. Besides, 
they presented ideas such as  modifying the website so to 
be more eye-catching to the potential applicants, and 
keeping close contact with SJYC. The most important is 
that all Mainland Chinese participants  were all very 
enthusiastic about taking actions after SJYC 2011.
!
Hong Kong Group
The Hong Kong participants  were very eager and active 
in coming up with innovative ideas on how to promote 
SYJC values  on a local scale. The participants  felt that 
the Conference broadened their horizons  and allowed 
them to understand how important we, as  youth 
individuals, all are in contributing to world peace. 
Coming from different backgrounds, the participants 
had different ideas  on how to promote the SJYC values, 
but so as to let the participants  learn how to handle 
different opinions, we allowed their discussion to flow 
freely. In the end, they had a constructive discussion and 
presented to the others  ideas  such as  creating a debate 
tournaments on issues  related to Sino-Japanese relations 
around the schools  in Hong Kong, and writing articles  to 
newspapers spreading their experiences. Last but not 
least, they all felt that the Conference had a huge impact 
on their youth growth and would appreciate it if future 
Conferences  could be longer and with a more 
comprehensive programme. Besides, they thought that 
SJYC should further its  promotion and be held more 
often so that it can impact more teenagers alike.
!
Japan Team
The Japanese team was very creative with the ideas they 
had to promote SJYC values. They suggested compiling 
a video with each participant and organizer saying 
something related to SJYC for 5 seconds. In the 
afternoon session, they practically worked this  idea out 
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and one of the participants  spent extra time on cutting 
the video. This  was  really heart-warming for us, as  they 
did not merely want to complete the task, but really 
achieved our aim on the session, which was  to instigate 
self-initiation in working for peace between the two 
nations. They also worked on other ideas  such as  how to 
keep the Japanese participants in close contact and hold 
reunions  in Tokyo, and ways  to improve the 
sustainability of the conference. All in all, this  was  a 
bunch of energetic and innovative youth individuals  who 
brought innovative and fresh ideas  to the other 
participants.
!
The entire Initiative Planning session went on well with 
plenty of ideas  and passion. Participants  kept Sino-
Japanese friendship and practical plans  in mind from the 
beginning, during big group discussions, regional groups, 
and till the end, working on initiatives after being 
regrouped. In the end when the three regional groups 
presented about what they wished to initiate, we could 
see how the participants  were making small but 
meaningful steps  after they left SJYC. We could also see 
the thinking process  has  become more thoughtful and 
constructive due to the presentation given by Terence as 
he provided the participants  with a clearer direction of 
how to reach successful initiations. From the ideas  and 
presentations, we could see how the participants  were 
engaged and highly motivated in working as  future 
young leaders in society.

The Final Performance and Dinner Night was  the last 
major session in the conference. After a speech each 
made by the principal and director of the SJYC, dinner 
was served to the participants. The show and 
presentation began after dinner, and started off with 
each of the buddy groups performing their show, 
including pop songs and dances. It was  evident that all 
the participants  and organizers were enjoying 

Free Expression 
Dinner

themselves, as  they were constantly cheering for the 
performers.

A variety of performances  by both participants  and 
organizers  followed. There included a wide variance of 
performances, ranging from instrumental solos, group 
dances, to singing from both the participants  and 
organizers. The highlight of this  session was  when all the 
participants  went onto the stage to do a group 
performance for the organizers. There was  also another 
time when a participant compiled videos  of organizers. 
This shows how close the participants  were to the 
organizers, and also how much they appreciated the 
whole conference.
!!! !!! !!! The last presentation was  the recap of the whole 
conference, showing pictures  throughout the 7-day 
conference, allowing them to reminiscent on the past 
events and discover all that they have learned 
throughout the conference.

After the presentation, the participants  also enjoyed 
shirt-signing and letter writing, along with some music to 
lighten up the atmosphere. It was  a rather emotional 
moment for all of them, where some even couldn't 
restrain their tears. The final event was  the certificate 
distribution for all the member to certify that they 
completed the SJYC program. 
!!! 
In conclusion, the Final Performance was  a success, but 
this  success  was  only possible through the close 
involvement of the participants  and the organizers, 
which also helped us achieve a lot during the whole 
conference.
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During the Conference, each participant was assigned 
into a buddy group that consists  of participants  from 
Japan, Hong Kong and the mainland China. Facilitated 
by three organizers  from each region respectively, buddy 
groups played an essential role in helping the 
participants  develop trust amongst the group and hence 
create a comfort zone for the participants  to exchange 
their thoughts and feelings throughout the Conference. 
Buddy group sessions  were normally scheduled at the 
end of each day’s  program, allowing participants  to 
share with each other their reflections on what they had 
learnt from the programmes on that day.

Apart from encouraging personal growth and bonding 
among the buddies, buddy group was  also an effective 
way for organizers  to take care of participants. For 
instance, participants  were encouraged to approach their 
leaders  if they had any personal problems  concerning 
language barriers, cultural shock, interactions, health 
conditions, to name a few. Buddy group leaders  could 
then follow up on them or refer them to other organizers 
who are in charge of participants’ mental or medical 
support.

Throughout the Conference, there was a substantial 
change in the participants' expressions  and willingness to 
speak up within the buddy group.

Buddy Group 
System

At the beginning, many participants  seemed reserved. 
Yet as  the conference progressed, stronger bonds  were 
established thanks  to regular buddy group meetings  and 
a small group size. By the end of the Conference, the 
participants  were comfortable with sharing their many 
thoughts and feelings  with each other in their buddy 
groups. In terms  of openness, understanding, and 
motivation towards  the cause of Sino-Japan cooperation, 
the participants also showed considerable growth. As  a 
buddy group leader commented, she felt that “the week 
has  been a mini-UWC experience for the participants”. 
SJYC was  a significant event for most of them compared 
to other camps they had gone through before.

To sum up, the buddy group system offered a supportive 
peer system and provided the participants  with casual 
reflections  and sharing times  on a regular basis. The 
participants  were able to see both their own and others’ 
growth, thus  deepening the bonds  between them. The 
participants  learned a lot about different cultures and 
ways  of thinking. More importantly, they built enduring 
friendship across  cultures  and borders, marking the first 
step towards  the bigger goal of Sino-Japanese 
cooperation as well as world peace.
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Mr. Francis Li
Program Director, Savantas Liberal 
Arts Academy

Mr. Francis  Li from the Savantas  Policy Institute and!Royal Asiatic Society of Great 
Britain and Ireland came to our campus  with his  lecture, titling "City 
'Splendor'?! Japan and China Before World War II". !His  lecture focused!on the 
cities  of China ! and Japan before the World War II. The adoption of Western 
lifestyles  signifies  the cities were undergoing modernization while different facets  of 
lives  were investigated to show the cultural heterogeneity of a country. During the 
lecture, he pointed out common misconceptions we had for China and Japan 
before World War II and guided us  in the appropriate direction to look at history 
from different perspectives. In the subsequent lunch reception with the participants, 
they sat together and discussed in depth about different issues on Sino-Japanese 
relation. Participants  generally found the lecture clear and easy to understand as 
powerpoint slides  are provided in Chinese, English and Japanese.!!It prepared them 
to participate in the following sessions concerning history and cultural stereotype.

Ms. Noriko Ichinose
Japanese-Chinese student from Wa 
Ying College, Hong Kong

Ms. Noriko Ichinose was born in Hyogo, Japan and immigrated to Hong Kong 
when she was  6. As  a youth individual who has  experienced both Japanese and 
Chinese lifestyles  and education methods, Ms. Ichinose has  developed an immense 
interest in Sino-Japanese relations. She has  actively reached out to the student 
community in Hong Kong, participating in different projects  and competitions, 
including drama festivals, scout units and the Joint School Science Exhibition 
Preparation Committee. She is  currently spending her last year of high school at 
Wa Ying College, Hong Kong. The topic of her was  “Life of Japanese Living in 
Hong Kong”, which explored the difficulties  she encountered in Hong Kong with 
her identity, her impressions  of Japan and Hong Kong, her experiences  in Chinese 
history classes  in a Hong Kong local school, as  well as daily anecdotes  pertaining to 
the cultural differences  between China and Japan. The talk aimed at allowing 
participants to sympathize with the speaker as a relevant counterpart.

Mr. Ryotaro Harada
Founder, Joy in Action

Mr. Ryotaro Harada, founder of Joy in Action, an NGO basied in China, has 
generously offered to take a video addressing SJYC participants. Through the 
video, he shared with the participants  his  personal stories  in helping those in need 
in China. His  determination and courage to coordinate work camps  for university 
students  in China to visit villages  in which ex-leprosy patients  lived, despite coming 
from Japan, deeply inspired the participants. The session ended with many 
participants  in tears, and served as  a touching example of well-meaning initiatives 
that look through recent disputes between the two countries.
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Income HKD Expenditure HKD

Mitsubishi UFJ Foundation 33180 Transportation 48464

Sojitz Foundation 33180 Organizer transport 35422

Personal Donations 12019 Participant pick-up 9562

Participant Fee 26400 Conference transport 3480

T-shirt Sales 5260 Food 42346

* All expenditures calculated with the following exchange 
rates.1HKD=JPY10.54852321(3 August)
1RMB=HKD1.2018528 (19 July)

* Calculations for this summary have been rounded to the 
nearest whole number.

The evidence of  spending, receipts, invoices and precise 
figures are available upon request. 

* All expenditures calculated with the following exchange 
rates.1HKD=JPY10.54852321(3 August)
1RMB=HKD1.2018528 (19 July)

* Calculations for this summary have been rounded to the 
nearest whole number.

The evidence of  spending, receipts, invoices and precise 
figures are available upon request. 

Catering 40560

* All expenditures calculated with the following exchange 
rates.1HKD=JPY10.54852321(3 August)
1RMB=HKD1.2018528 (19 July)

* Calculations for this summary have been rounded to the 
nearest whole number.

The evidence of  spending, receipts, invoices and precise 
figures are available upon request. 

* All expenditures calculated with the following exchange 
rates.1HKD=JPY10.54852321(3 August)
1RMB=HKD1.2018528 (19 July)

* Calculations for this summary have been rounded to the 
nearest whole number.

The evidence of  spending, receipts, invoices and precise 
figures are available upon request. 

Food (Pre-conference) 1226

* All expenditures calculated with the following exchange 
rates.1HKD=JPY10.54852321(3 August)
1RMB=HKD1.2018528 (19 July)

* Calculations for this summary have been rounded to the 
nearest whole number.

The evidence of  spending, receipts, invoices and precise 
figures are available upon request. 

* All expenditures calculated with the following exchange 
rates.1HKD=JPY10.54852321(3 August)
1RMB=HKD1.2018528 (19 July)

* Calculations for this summary have been rounded to the 
nearest whole number.

The evidence of  spending, receipts, invoices and precise 
figures are available upon request. 

Food (Conference Period) 560

* All expenditures calculated with the following exchange 
rates.1HKD=JPY10.54852321(3 August)
1RMB=HKD1.2018528 (19 July)

* Calculations for this summary have been rounded to the 
nearest whole number.

The evidence of  spending, receipts, invoices and precise 
figures are available upon request. 

* All expenditures calculated with the following exchange 
rates.1HKD=JPY10.54852321(3 August)
1RMB=HKD1.2018528 (19 July)

* Calculations for this summary have been rounded to the 
nearest whole number.

The evidence of  spending, receipts, invoices and precise 
figures are available upon request. 

Publicity 6513

* All expenditures calculated with the following exchange 
rates.1HKD=JPY10.54852321(3 August)
1RMB=HKD1.2018528 (19 July)

* Calculations for this summary have been rounded to the 
nearest whole number.

The evidence of  spending, receipts, invoices and precise 
figures are available upon request. 

* All expenditures calculated with the following exchange 
rates.1HKD=JPY10.54852321(3 August)
1RMB=HKD1.2018528 (19 July)

* Calculations for this summary have been rounded to the 
nearest whole number.

The evidence of  spending, receipts, invoices and precise 
figures are available upon request. 

Printing 2028

* All expenditures calculated with the following exchange 
rates.1HKD=JPY10.54852321(3 August)
1RMB=HKD1.2018528 (19 July)

* Calculations for this summary have been rounded to the 
nearest whole number.

The evidence of  spending, receipts, invoices and precise 
figures are available upon request. 

* All expenditures calculated with the following exchange 
rates.1HKD=JPY10.54852321(3 August)
1RMB=HKD1.2018528 (19 July)

* Calculations for this summary have been rounded to the 
nearest whole number.

The evidence of  spending, receipts, invoices and precise 
figures are available upon request. 

Postage 3150

* All expenditures calculated with the following exchange 
rates.1HKD=JPY10.54852321(3 August)
1RMB=HKD1.2018528 (19 July)

* Calculations for this summary have been rounded to the 
nearest whole number.

The evidence of  spending, receipts, invoices and precise 
figures are available upon request. 

* All expenditures calculated with the following exchange 
rates.1HKD=JPY10.54852321(3 August)
1RMB=HKD1.2018528 (19 July)

* Calculations for this summary have been rounded to the 
nearest whole number.

The evidence of  spending, receipts, invoices and precise 
figures are available upon request. 

Stationery 1073

* All expenditures calculated with the following exchange 
rates.1HKD=JPY10.54852321(3 August)
1RMB=HKD1.2018528 (19 July)

* Calculations for this summary have been rounded to the 
nearest whole number.

The evidence of  spending, receipts, invoices and precise 
figures are available upon request. 

* All expenditures calculated with the following exchange 
rates.1HKD=JPY10.54852321(3 August)
1RMB=HKD1.2018528 (19 July)

* Calculations for this summary have been rounded to the 
nearest whole number.

The evidence of  spending, receipts, invoices and precise 
figures are available upon request. 

Other 262

* All expenditures calculated with the following exchange 
rates.1HKD=JPY10.54852321(3 August)
1RMB=HKD1.2018528 (19 July)

* Calculations for this summary have been rounded to the 
nearest whole number.

The evidence of  spending, receipts, invoices and precise 
figures are available upon request. 

* All expenditures calculated with the following exchange 
rates.1HKD=JPY10.54852321(3 August)
1RMB=HKD1.2018528 (19 July)

* Calculations for this summary have been rounded to the 
nearest whole number.

The evidence of  spending, receipts, invoices and precise 
figures are available upon request. 

Conference Materials 1610

* All expenditures calculated with the following exchange 
rates.1HKD=JPY10.54852321(3 August)
1RMB=HKD1.2018528 (19 July)

* Calculations for this summary have been rounded to the 
nearest whole number.

The evidence of  spending, receipts, invoices and precise 
figures are available upon request. 

* All expenditures calculated with the following exchange 
rates.1HKD=JPY10.54852321(3 August)
1RMB=HKD1.2018528 (19 July)

* Calculations for this summary have been rounded to the 
nearest whole number.

The evidence of  spending, receipts, invoices and precise 
figures are available upon request. 

Stationery 477

* All expenditures calculated with the following exchange 
rates.1HKD=JPY10.54852321(3 August)
1RMB=HKD1.2018528 (19 July)

* Calculations for this summary have been rounded to the 
nearest whole number.

The evidence of  spending, receipts, invoices and precise 
figures are available upon request. 

* All expenditures calculated with the following exchange 
rates.1HKD=JPY10.54852321(3 August)
1RMB=HKD1.2018528 (19 July)

* Calculations for this summary have been rounded to the 
nearest whole number.

The evidence of  spending, receipts, invoices and precise 
figures are available upon request. 

Other equipment 633

* All expenditures calculated with the following exchange 
rates.1HKD=JPY10.54852321(3 August)
1RMB=HKD1.2018528 (19 July)

* Calculations for this summary have been rounded to the 
nearest whole number.

The evidence of  spending, receipts, invoices and precise 
figures are available upon request. 

* All expenditures calculated with the following exchange 
rates.1HKD=JPY10.54852321(3 August)
1RMB=HKD1.2018528 (19 July)

* Calculations for this summary have been rounded to the 
nearest whole number.

The evidence of  spending, receipts, invoices and precise 
figures are available upon request. 

Participant subsidy 500

* All expenditures calculated with the following exchange 
rates.1HKD=JPY10.54852321(3 August)
1RMB=HKD1.2018528 (19 July)

* Calculations for this summary have been rounded to the 
nearest whole number.

The evidence of  spending, receipts, invoices and precise 
figures are available upon request. 

* All expenditures calculated with the following exchange 
rates.1HKD=JPY10.54852321(3 August)
1RMB=HKD1.2018528 (19 July)

* Calculations for this summary have been rounded to the 
nearest whole number.

The evidence of  spending, receipts, invoices and precise 
figures are available upon request. 

Miscellaneous 11068

* All expenditures calculated with the following exchange 
rates.1HKD=JPY10.54852321(3 August)
1RMB=HKD1.2018528 (19 July)

* Calculations for this summary have been rounded to the 
nearest whole number.

The evidence of  spending, receipts, invoices and precise 
figures are available upon request. 

* All expenditures calculated with the following exchange 
rates.1HKD=JPY10.54852321(3 August)
1RMB=HKD1.2018528 (19 July)

* Calculations for this summary have been rounded to the 
nearest whole number.

The evidence of  spending, receipts, invoices and precise 
figures are available upon request. 

Conference T-shirt 8800

* All expenditures calculated with the following exchange 
rates.1HKD=JPY10.54852321(3 August)
1RMB=HKD1.2018528 (19 July)

* Calculations for this summary have been rounded to the 
nearest whole number.

The evidence of  spending, receipts, invoices and precise 
figures are available upon request. 

* All expenditures calculated with the following exchange 
rates.1HKD=JPY10.54852321(3 August)
1RMB=HKD1.2018528 (19 July)

* Calculations for this summary have been rounded to the 
nearest whole number.

The evidence of  spending, receipts, invoices and precise 
figures are available upon request. 

Meeting venue fee 190
* All expenditures calculated with the following exchange 
rates.1HKD=JPY10.54852321(3 August)
1RMB=HKD1.2018528 (19 July)

* Calculations for this summary have been rounded to the 
nearest whole number.

The evidence of  spending, receipts, invoices and precise 
figures are available upon request. 

* All expenditures calculated with the following exchange 
rates.1HKD=JPY10.54852321(3 August)
1RMB=HKD1.2018528 (19 July)

* Calculations for this summary have been rounded to the 
nearest whole number.

The evidence of  spending, receipts, invoices and precise 
figures are available upon request. 

Consumables 823
* All expenditures calculated with the following exchange 
rates.1HKD=JPY10.54852321(3 August)
1RMB=HKD1.2018528 (19 July)

* Calculations for this summary have been rounded to the 
nearest whole number.

The evidence of  spending, receipts, invoices and precise 
figures are available upon request. 

* All expenditures calculated with the following exchange 
rates.1HKD=JPY10.54852321(3 August)
1RMB=HKD1.2018528 (19 July)

* Calculations for this summary have been rounded to the 
nearest whole number.

The evidence of  spending, receipts, invoices and precise 
figures are available upon request. 

Organizer insurance 409

* All expenditures calculated with the following exchange 
rates.1HKD=JPY10.54852321(3 August)
1RMB=HKD1.2018528 (19 July)

* Calculations for this summary have been rounded to the 
nearest whole number.

The evidence of  spending, receipts, invoices and precise 
figures are available upon request. 

* All expenditures calculated with the following exchange 
rates.1HKD=JPY10.54852321(3 August)
1RMB=HKD1.2018528 (19 July)

* Calculations for this summary have been rounded to the 
nearest whole number.

The evidence of  spending, receipts, invoices and precise 
figures are available upon request. 

Hard Drive 690

* All expenditures calculated with the following exchange 
rates.1HKD=JPY10.54852321(3 August)
1RMB=HKD1.2018528 (19 July)

* Calculations for this summary have been rounded to the 
nearest whole number.

The evidence of  spending, receipts, invoices and precise 
figures are available upon request. 

* All expenditures calculated with the following exchange 
rates.1HKD=JPY10.54852321(3 August)
1RMB=HKD1.2018528 (19 July)

* Calculations for this summary have been rounded to the 
nearest whole number.

The evidence of  spending, receipts, invoices and precise 
figures are available upon request. 

Bank handling charge 5

* All expenditures calculated with the following exchange 
rates.1HKD=JPY10.54852321(3 August)
1RMB=HKD1.2018528 (19 July)

* Calculations for this summary have been rounded to the 
nearest whole number.

The evidence of  spending, receipts, invoices and precise 
figures are available upon request. 

* All expenditures calculated with the following exchange 
rates.1HKD=JPY10.54852321(3 August)
1RMB=HKD1.2018528 (19 July)

* Calculations for this summary have been rounded to the 
nearest whole number.

The evidence of  spending, receipts, invoices and precise 
figures are available upon request. Currency Exchange Adjustment 38

Grand Total 110039 Grand Total 110039
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8. Financial Report



We have collected a number of feedbacks and aspects of evaluation from both participants  and organizers  of Conference 
2011, in hopes of  improving in the raised areas for Conference 2012.

Rank Program Evaluation Average Points

1 Commemoration for Peace 4.68

2 Mr. Ryotara Harada’s sharing 4.64

3 Hong Kong Exploration 4.63

Lowest Guest Lecture by professional 2.82

Rank Committee Organization Average Points

1 Transportation Arrangements 4.59

1 General capabilities 4.59

3 Availability of  Translations 4.33

Lowest Pre-conference information 3.56

* Questionnaire point system is ranked with 5 as the highest score and 1 as the lowest.

1. Program Overview
The Peace Commemoration session was  intended to create an atmosphere where the participants  are comfortable to share 
their personal stories. Some participants  expressed that it was  a life-changing experience, and overall everyone seemed to 
have built a strong emotional connection by sharing their personal feelings. On the other hand, participants had difficulties 
finding connections  between the content of Mr. Francis  Li’s  lecture and current Sino-Japanese relations. They also 
mentioned that they would like to have more interaction with guest speakers, so that they could exchange opinions.

2. Committee Organization
The organizer’s  ability was  highly evaluated as  the participants  were able to reach the organizers easily when they needed 
help. The organizers  kept appropriate distance with the participants during sessions, but also stayed open to informal 
conversations.

1. Participants’ Feedback: Questionnaire Table

2. Participants’ Feedback: Questionnaire Results
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9. Improvements



However, there were many comments  from the participants  that the pre-conference information was  not enough. They 
commented that sometimes  they felt underprepared in some sessions  and wished they had done more research 
beforehand.

1. Guest lecture content
Many participants  had difficulties relating the content of the guest lecture with other discussion-based sessions. They also 
felt that the guest lecture could have been more effective if the session was  more interactive. Participants  may be able to 
get more out of the session if we ask the guest speaker to facilitate discussions  in their areas of specialization, rather than 
ask them to make a presentation.

2.! Time management
This year, we had to shorten the conference by one day due to the cancellation of the trip to mainland China. It affected 
the program organization and might have limited the amount of free time for the participants. We inserted ten minutes 
break in the middle of the long sessions  this  year. Instead, we could divide a long session into multiple short sessions  to 
keep the participants’ concentration.

3. Dinner with 2010 participants and organizers
There were three participants  and one organizer from 2010 at the reunion dinner. Although the participants seemed to 
enjoy having conversations  with them, they were made to wait for quite a long time since some of the past participants  did 
not arrive on time. The organization of the dinner needs  to be improved and organizers  could have communicated with 
the SJYC 2009 participants before the dinner just to specify the purpose of  the session.

4. Critical thinking
This session was introduced to the conference for the first time in order to demonstrate how they can critically analyze 
information, and how they can make a valid claim during all the other sessions. Although some the participants  still had 
difficulties  presenting their opinion in English, they were able to discover aspects  they never paid attention to before, come 
up with critical questions, and actively engage in discussions  as  the conference progressed. This  session can be carried on 
to the next year, with more time for discussion.

3. Conference Program reflection by the committee: 
" " how to make activities more meaningful to the participants
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5.  Cultural exchange
One important aim of the conference is  to encourage cultural exchange between the participants. We had two sessions 
(Cultural Stereotype session and Hong Kong exploration) to provide opportunities  for participants to explore, discover, and 
understand the differences  among them this  year. The participants  could be further exposed to the each other’s  culture 
within the limited time period through cultural activities such as traditional dances.

6.! Welcome package
The welcome package was  finalized at quite a late stage in some regions this year. Different translations for welcome 
package must be prepared well in advance for next year. Next year, the content should include more explanation of the 
sessions, as  well as  a list of topics we want them to know in depth so the participants  can conduct individual research on 
topics and further prepare for the conference beforehand.

7.! Trip to Mainland China
The documentary of JIA founder, Harada Ryotaro san, left a strong impression in the participants mind. Many  
participants  showed strong interest in visiting the village, or helping with their organization after the conference. So to 
provide first-hand experience in mainland and volunteering opportunity, we could reconsider the possibility of organizing 
trip even with some loss of  time due to transportation next year.!

1. Preparation period 
A clearer schedule for the preparation period should be given, so that the organizers  would have enough time to bond and 
also train for sessions more effectively.

2. Protocols and deadlines 
Prior to the conference protocols  and deadlines  for organizers should be very clearly stated so as  to avoid unnecessary 
delays in work and embarrassment.

3. Expectations by UWC organizers
With the addition of non-UWC organizers  for Conference 2011, a brief introduction to UWC should be given to them, so 
as to increase the team’s unity.

4. LPC administration’s expectations
The teams should be briefed on the administration in LPC, including LPC teacher’s  expectations  and matters  with regard 
to risk management. 

4. Committee Organization reflection by the committee: How to make the Committee more effective and 
united
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1. Introduction to 2012
The Sino-Japan Youth Conference 2012 aims to help 
participants  from China and Japan acknowledge and 
celebrate their cultural differences  and allow them to 
create a strong basis  for future actions  that benefit Sino-
Japanese relations. In order to foster a more harmonious 
relationship between the two countries, we will provide 
Chinese and Japanese youth with opportunities to 
develop and broaden their views on Sino-Japanese 
relations  by sharing cultural and historical perspectives, 
overcoming language barriers, and building lasting 
friendships. The participants  of the conference will 
experience deep cultural exchange for mutual 
understandings. 

As in first two conferences, a visit to a remote village in 
Guangdong Province which displays  the problems  of 
social discrimination and poverty will be organized. We 
expect that the participants  will learn from the 
complexity of issues  from the experience and the 
different perspectives of  guest speakers. 

This  year’s  conference aims  to promote mutual 
understanding among youths for the problems  they find 
in their local and global community. Participants  will 
explore the problems a nation is  currently facing, or has 
faced in the history, as  well as  issues shared among 
multiple nations. The conference program will provide 
them a space for such topic discussions  on difficulties 
from various areas, such as economics, environment, 
national identity and so on. Having worked on those 
problems  together and proposed potential solutions 
through discussions, they will be able to draw a vision for 
a constructive future. Together with the experience of 
Guangdong field trip, we hope the participants  will feel 
empowered to take their own initiative for building 
better future. Also, SJYC 2012 – just like all the previous 

conferences  – would provide a rare opportunity for 
participants  from each country to create lasting 
friendship and mutual respect with each other.
The conference will continue to include discussion 
sessions  on various  topics  as  they have stimulated 
discussion among participants  to discover understand 
the similarities  and differences  between two countries. A 
new session on critical thinking was introduced to the 
conference 2011, which required participants  to 
examine and evaluate assumptions, in order for them to 
arrive at conclusions  on unbiased grounds. This session 
was  a great success  to prevent them from drawing 
unwarranted generalizations, and helped them to 
understand the raised questions  or problems  in more 
reasonable and reflective ways.

One of the conference’s  highlights, the peace 
commemoration session will provide them with a 
platform to share each other’s  grief. The session is  not 
for confrontation or historical debates, but a safe space 
where youth from both countries  can share their sincere 
feelings  and be respected by one another. During the 
past conferences, this  session has  been an emotionally 
evoking experience with the voices  showing the 
determination to build a positive relationship between 
the two countries. We hope that the participants  will 
bring the messages of peace to their home communities 
after the conference and that they will continue to be 
committed to peace-building not only between China 
and Japan, but also internationally, fulfilling the goal of 
the UWC movement. As  well, through initiative 
planning, the participants  will be encouraged to take 
actual actions  towards  the goal of peace. The Sino-
Japan Youth Conference 2011 will be set in early August 
2012.

Sino-Japan Youth Conference 2011 - Final Report

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Page 27

10. Conference 2012



2. Overview
Organizer: Li Po Chun United World College (LPC)
Time: Early August, 2012
People: 20 Chinese and 15 Japanese, and 20 organizers 
from the United World Colleges (tentative)
Coordinators: Sarah Cheung, LPC Coordinator;
Linzi Wu, Japan Coordinator; 
Mainland China Coordinator (The Mainland Chinese 
team coordinator will be appointed by the previous 
coordinator, Connie Zhang, in October. The Mainland 
Chinese team will be under the charge of HK team until 
then.)
Supervisor: Dr. Arnett Edwards, Principal, LPC
Status: Community Service, CAS programme,
International Baccalaureate

Conference 2012 will emphasize the importance of 
“mutual understanding” among youth on common 
issues  within their local and global community through 
personal interactions, in order to promote initiatives  for 
a constructive future. Through this, participants  can 
become more conscious  about their responsibility and 
potentials  for promoting peace and building a better 
future.
The following three aspects will be the focus:
• Initiative for constructive future
• Intercultural Understanding 
• Community Engagement

3. Changes from the Conference 2011 to 2012
The conference 2012 will have the following changes:
(a) A Change in the Focus
 “Intercultural Understanding” has  long been one of the 
core values of UWC, as well as  of SJYC throughout the 
past three years. We believe that this  idea has  been 

adapted to promote acceptance towards  different 
cultures in multiculrutal UWC community.

The SJYC 2012 aims  to acknowledge and explore the 
local and global issues  related to Sino-Japan relationship 
through dialogues and first-hand experience in a local 
community. A better understanding and acceptance 
towards  their economical, political and social situation as 
well as  to their diverse cultures  will provide participants 
a ground to build peace and mutual respect not only 
between China and Japan, but also in all regions around 
the world. 

Hence, “Mutual understanding,” will be the focus  of 
SJYC2012 in addition to all the other core values of 
SJYC.

 (b) Organizational Structure Change
We will continue to have three regional teams as last 
year. All three teams  (Hong Kong, Japan, Mainland 
China) will be divided into three sub-teams, namely the 
Administration Team, the Funds  Team and the 
Application and Promotion Team. This  year, HK team 
will have an Alumni Representative, who will aid LPC 
team with his/her experience on risk management and 
provide external resource for fundraising and promotion 
by building strong relationship with Hong Kong alumni 
students, as well as past conference organizers.

4. Messages from the Coordinators
The past conferences  have provided us with insights  as  to 
the ways to carry out a successful conference. Having 
observed the short-comings of the previous  conferences, 
we have had a change in the organizational structure to 
construct more solid, sustainable base for the 
management of the future committee. The Conference 
2011 was  a tremendous  success  as  it improved a lot from 
the first conference. With the coordination amongst 
three regions, the Conference 2012 will be re-developed 
to better suit the theme and the participants’ benefits.
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5. Preparation Timetable
This is our envisioned timetable for the year.

Time Details

October 2011 Start Fund Application

November 2011 Start Promotion

January 2012 Application Opens

March 2012 Deadline of  Chinese Application

April 2012 Deadline of  Japanese Application

June 2012 Welcome Package Finalized

Early August 2012 Conference 2012

6. Contact Information

Sarah Cheung
LPC Coordinator 
s.cheung@sinojapanyouthconference.org

Linzi Wu
Japan Coordinator 
l.wu@sinojapanyouthconference.org

Website: http://www.sinojapanyouthconference.org
More details will be available in the Proposal 2012.
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The Sino-Japan Youth Conference 2011 was  a culmination of a year’s  effort for a cause aiming to promote cultural 
understanding between China and Japan. The goal to bring Chinese and Japanese youth individual together to develop 
mutual understanding through critical thinking was  realized with the help of advisors, funding supporters and past 
organizers.

The 33 individuals  from Mainland China, Japan and Hong Kong came together on the LPC campus for a 7-day 
programme. Through discussions  on cross-border issues, youth initiatives, and most importantly a cultural experience on a 
daily basis, these Youth Ambassadors  completed the programme, set to advocate Sino-Japan Youth Conference values  in 
their home regions.

The programme started with a critical thinking session introducing to the participants  the ways of learning actively and 
effectively throughout the Conference. The History Timeline session allowed them to highlight bias  that exists  in media 
and supposedly official documentations, further inspiring them to think critically. The Diplomacy Simulation Session 
proveded the participants  with a prominent opportunity to put their shoes  into different roles, and by having them engage 
with the discussions, to gain a much deeper understanding on different perspectives  of different parties. The Peace 
Commemoration session instilled a lasting determination of peace in each individual, while the Initiative Planning session 
allowed for further inspiration and actualization of initiatives  that the participants  as  Youth Ambassadors  can carry out 
that can directly contribue to societies in China and Japan.

The Sino-Japan Youth Conference Committee 2011 wishes  that the bonds  formed amongst particpants during the 
conference will be long-lasting and give rise to  a societal phenomenon of youth initiatives. Last but not least, the 
committee looks  forward to the actualization of Sino-Japan Youth Conference 2012, as  well as  the personal growth and 
initiatives of  the 2011 participants.

Further Resources 
• Conference Proposal
• Welcome Package 
• Programme Booklet 
• Consent Form 
• Application Form 
• Conference Brochures and Posters 
• Details of  organisers and participants reflections 
• Conference Proposal
• List of  Participants and organizers 
• Details of  Financial Spending 
• Receipts and invoices of  expenditures

Contact Details
All documentations are available upon request.

Email:!! Kevin Chong, Amika Matsui or Connie Zhang
! ! k.chong@sinojapanyouthconference.org
! ! a.matsui@sinojapanyouthconference.org
! ! c.zhang@sinojapanyouthconference.org

Address:! Sino-Japan Youth Conference Committee
! ! Li Po Chun United World College of  HK,
! ! 10 Lok Wo Sha Lane, Sai Sha Road, Shatin,
! ! N.T., Hong Kong SAR
Website:! http://www.sinojapanyouthconference.org
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11. Conclusion



Sino-Japan Youth Conference 2011
Sino-Japan Youth Conference Committee

Li Po Chun United World College of  Hong Kong
10 Lok Wa Sha Lane, Sai Sha Road, Shatin, N.T., Hong Kong SAR

Phone: (+852) 2640 0441  Fax: (+852) 2643 4088
Email: contact@sinojapanyouthconference.org

Website: http://www.sinojapanyouthconference.org

This Final Report was compiled by the Sino-Japan Youth Conference Committee in September 2011.
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Supporters
Organizer: Li Po Chun United World College of  Hong Kong

Supporters: United World College International Office (London), Japan National Committee for UWCs
Sponsors: Sojitz Foundation, Mitsubishi UFJ Foundation, UWC Graduate Organization Hong Kong

Secretariat: Sino-Japan Youth Conference Committee


